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“Is Saved by Grace, Unconditional Salvation?”

Let us pray…
Because we will be having the ordinance of humility and communion today, this will be a shorter sermon and it will be more in the line of teaching, rather than preaching, and we will at times talk to each other.
In the interest of Sabbath decorum and reverence in the sanctuary, please raise your hand when you have the answer to any question I ask. Is that agreed?

The title of today’s sermon, “Is Saved by Grace, Unconditional Salvation?” It would indicate that there may be some misunderstanding to this subject of grace. 
Who would like to give me the clearest definition of grace? The unmerited favor of God, given to men. Did we deserve this favor? No. Have we earned this favor of God? No. Then can we do anything to earn this favor called grace?  No. Let us read five verses that explain this grace and why we can’t earn it, with special emphasis on verse 8 & 9.
Ephesians 2:4-9 “But God, who is rich in mercy, for his great love wherewith he loved us, Even when we were dead in sins, hath quickened us together with Christ, (by grace ye are saved;) And hath raised us up together, and made us sit together in heavenly places in Christ Jesus: That in the ages to come he might show the exceeding riches of his grace in his kindness toward us through Christ Jesus. For by grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of yourselves: it is the gift of God: Not of works, lest any man should boast.” 
Here Paul has given us the clearest explanation of the BASIS of salvation. He shows us that works are meaningless and can contribute nothing to the basis which requires faith. This is where a lot of people get mixed up. They read verse 9 and think we have nothing at all to do period. They do not understand the difference between the basis of salvation and the conditions. Jesus did everything there was to do in the basis. He died the second death of the redeemed ones. Not one of us has a part in dying that death because the redeemed, by virtue of their past sins, all had a part in the murder of Christ. 

So works cannot contribute to the basis. No confusion there. But are works important? Yes and James makes that clear in James 2:26
“For as the body without the spirit is dead, so faith without works is dead also.” There is no good thing that we can do that contributes to the basis of our salvation. But there surely will be good works as a result of our salvation.
Some believe that you need only to believe on Jesus and you will be saved unconditionally. They cite Acts 16:30, 31 “And brought them out, and said, Sirs, what must I do to be saved? And they said, Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, and thou shalt be saved, and thy house.”  They also use Romans 10:9 “That if thou shalt confess with thy mouth the Lord Jesus, and shalt believe in thine heart that God hath raised him from the dead, thou shalt be saved.”
There is no question that believing in Jesus is a required condition for salvation, but why is it that believing in Jesus can not be the only condition for salvation? For the reason given in James 2:19
“Thou believest that there is one God; thou doest well: the devils also believe, and tremble.” Satan and the demons believe in Jesus for they have known Him since they were in heaven before their fall. If believing were the only requirement, they would be saved.

Let us establish the fact that there are conditions to salvation. The test to each condition would be in the form of a question and that is: Could I go to heaven if I did not_____________________________________? Since we have already established the fact that believing in Jesus is our first condition of salvation, let’s apply the test question: Could I go to heaven if I did not believe in Jesus? No. It’s required condition #1.
The Holy Spirit draws people to Christ and convicts them of sin. What would be the second condition of salvation? Repentance. What does it mean to repent? A godly sorrow for our sins because it cost Jesus His life. 

Can you give me a scripture requiring repentance? Acts 3:19 “Repent ye therefore, and be converted, that your sins may be blotted out, when the times of refreshing shall come from the presence of the Lord;” Could I go to heaven if I did not repent of my sins? No as the scripture says if you do not repent your sins remain. It’s required condition #2. 
Now that we have repented for the fact that our sins cost the life of Jesus, what is the next required condition of salvation as we begin to review all our past sins as the Holy Spirit brings them to memory? Confession. What scripture comes to memory? 1 John 1:9 “If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.” The word “if” makes forgiveness conditional on confession. Could I go to heaven if I did not confess my sins? No. It’s required condition #3.
#1. We believe in Jesus; #2. We repent of our sins; #3. We confess our sins. What do you think the fourth condition of salvation should be? What did Jesus tell the woman taken in adultery? John 8:10, 11 “When Jesus had lifted up himself, and saw none but the woman, he said unto her, Woman, where are those thine accusers? hath no man condemned thee? She said, No man, Lord. And Jesus said unto her, Neither do I condemn thee: go, and sin no more.” So condition #4 is that we must forsake the sinful life. Can I go to heaven if I wilfully continue in sin? That would clearly be a self-deceived person who is on the road to the unpardonable sin.
What would condition #5 be if we are to forsake the sinful life? Keep the commandments. Jesus Himself said it is a condition in Matthew 19:16, 17 – “And, behold, one came and said unto him, Good Master, what good thing shall I do, that I may have eternal life? And he said unto him, Why callest thou me good? there is none good but one, that is, God: but if thou wilt enter into life, keep the commandments.” Again “if” is the conditional word. We know Jesus was speaking about the Ten Commandments because in the following verses He names five of those commandments. If you want eternal life, keeping the commandments is condition #5.
What is the next condition that Jesus made a requirement? What did He tell Nicodemus who came to see Him at night? John 3:5 “Jesus answered, Verily, verily, I say unto thee, Except a man be born of water and of the Spirit, he cannot enter into the kingdom of God.” So Jesus made baptism a condition of eternal life. He said clearly, if your not baptized, you cannot enter the kingdom of God. What is condition #6? I must be baptized. Now what if I accept Jesus as my Savior and meet the previous five conditions, but I am physically incapable of being baptized? For example, the thief on the cross had a, so to speak, death bed conversion. Or the dying man who accepts Jesus but cannot get out of bed; or the inmate on death row; or the person who is planning on being baptized but is in process of taking studies when they met an untimely death? In each of those cases, Jesus’ baptism covers. We know that Jesus did not need to be baptized, but He was the substitutionary baptism for all who want to be baptized but are physically unable.
What about re-baptism? There are cases when re-baptism is necessary. Many people have been baptized as a young person, and then went into a very sinful life. There are others who once were Seventh-day Adventists and left the faith. Years later they respond to the Holy Spirit and return to the faith. Then there are others who are new to the faith and realize that they have been trampling on God’s sabbath their whole lives. All cases mentioned want a clean slate and desire re-baptism.

Baptism is definitely a condition of salvation as Jesus said it is. Therefore, can I go to heaven if I do not want to be baptized but I am physically capable? No. It is a condition.
        Basis of Salvation
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Conditions of Salvation
1.  Believe in Jesus

2.  Repent

3.  Confess

4.  Forsake sinful Life
5.  Keep the Commandments

6. Be Baptized

      To answer the question “Is Saved by Grace, Unconditional Salvation?” The answer of course No. Salvation on the basis alone without conditons would be disgrace.
Let us pray…
Grace – Greek word charis, (Strongs Concordance) from 5463; graciousness (as gratifying), of manner or act (abstract or concrete; literal, figurative or spiritual; especially the divine influence upon the heart, and its reflection in the life; including gratitude):--acceptable, benefit, favour, gift, grace(- ious), joy, liberality, pleasure, thank(-s, -worthy).
When it comes to our justification, grace is truly unmerited favor or undeserved pardon.

When it comes to our sanctification, grace gives us the power to live victorious lives.
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